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and a shipmaster who escaped by swimming. Also they pursued
six or seven other ships belonging to the inhabitants, which were
engaged in barter, and with zabras1 furnished with oars and
artillery they forced them to enter into the Rio dos Barbacijs
[R, Salum], and they remained in the entrance of the bar for
fifteen days on the watch for when they sailed out. A ship of
this trade, which had been equipped by this factory, was like-
wise captured, and they plundered it and slew the horses on
board and sprang a leak in the ship, so that it would sink to the
bottom. The crew of this ship all escaped, because, when they
saw themselves surrounded by the ships, they abandoned ship
and made for the land, whither the said Framceses had gone to
buy hides in order to pay for malagueta for which they said they
were going; and they said and reported that they intended to
come to the said coast each year, and that they intended to kill
and to plunder whomsoever they might meet and to avenge the
death of a captain of a ship who had been captured on land in
Porto Daser [Portudal], This French captain, they said, had
been taken to this island and here he had died. And according
to the members of the crew of the Castilian ship, who had been
taken prisoner, they say that the captain of the said fleet is a
brother of the Frenchman who died in this island, for thus they
made it known, and that according to what they learned the said
captain happened to be a person of nobility and quality and
showed great sorrow at the death of the said French captain,
and so he is desirous of inflicting injury upon this island.
Item. At the time when the ships were captured in the island
of Foguo, I wrote to your highness to tell you how needful it
was that the coast should be guarded during the months of
February, March, April and up to May*, and that the con-
tractors should be given authority to defend the coast, because
otherwise Guine would be lost, and there would be no trade,
and neither the inhabitants nor even the contractors would
equip ships, on account of the danger to their goods and lives,
since indeed they dare not despatch ships from this factory.
1 Port, zabra, a type of vessel used for fishing or privateering, and of 100
to 200 tons burden.
* The season when trade on the Guinea coast was most active.